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Site of Veteran Hall
SHR/LEP/S170
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 Reservoir Road PROSPECT NSW 2148
Local Govt Area
Blacktown
Local Aboriginal Land Council
Unknown

Item Type Group/Collection Category
Archaeological-Terrestrial Residential buildings (private) Homestead building
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Significance

Statement Of Significance
The remains of Veteran Hall and the commemorative cairn provide a tangible reminder of William Lawson, pioneer, explorer and early 
statesman. The site is important for its dramatic setting and the view from Prospect Hill. As an archaeological resource the site has 
potential to provide insight into the settlement of the area and early nineteenth century pastoralism. Archaeological remains of such early 
structures are rare. The site is also important for its use as a residence and local office of the Sydney Water Board's engineer in charge of 
headworks for the Upper Nepean Scheme, from 1888 until 1912  (Register of National Estate)
Criteria a)
Historical Significance
The remains of Veteran Hall and the commemorative cairn provide a tangible reminder of William Lawson, pioneer, explorer and early 
statesman.   The site is also important for its use as a residence and local office of the Sydney Water Board's engineer in charge of 
headworks for the Upper Nepean Scheme, from 1888 until 1912  (Register of National Estate)
Criteria c)
Aesthetic/Technical Significance
The site is important for its dramatic setting and the view from Prospect Hill. (Register of National Estate)

Criteria e)
Research Potential
As an archaeological resource the site has potential to provide insight into the settlement of the area and early nineteenth century 
pastoralism. Archaeological remains of such early structures are rare.   (Register of National Estate)
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Description

Designer Builder/Maker

Physical Description Updated
A brick cairn and two explanatory signs mark the site of William Lawson's residence built during the Macquarie era.  The property was 
resumed by the the Water Board for their headquarters until 1926/29 when the building was demolished.  The trees which remain are 
very significant in their own right.
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Local Environmental Plan Amend No 143 4/12/2002 
12:00:00 AM

72 2262
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History

Historical Notes or Provenance Updated
William Lawson built Veteran Hall at Propect in 1810, enlarging it in 1821.  After his death, his son William Junior occupied the house, 
adding a new front in the 1850s.  William Lawson junior died in 1861 and his wife Caroline died in 1875.

When Prospect Reservoir was being constructed, the land was resumed by the Sydney Water Supply Authority and the house used by the 
Board's engineer in chief of the works from 1888 to 1912.

From 1912 to 1915 it was leased to Commonwealth military authorities as a remount depot.

A 1925 decision to demolish the house was not enacted until 1929.  Stone from the house was used in a wall at Vaucluse House and bricks 
were used in the construction of cottages in Granville.

William Lawson arrived in the NSW colony in 1800.  While posted at Norfolk Island he married Sarah Leadbeater, a convict.  The family 
settled at Concord, later buying land at Propect where they established Veteran Hall.  Lawson is best remembered as a member of the 
party who found a satisfactory route across the Blue Mountains.  He was also a member of our first elected parliament from 1843 to 1848. 
 He died in 1850 and was buried at St Bartholemew's graveyard, Prospect.
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Written Harvey, Brett 1977 The History of Blacktown and District

Data Source

The information for this entry comes from the following source:

Data Source Record Owner Heritage Item ID
Local Government Blacktown City Council 1140063

Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in the State Heritage Inventory is correct. If you find any errors or 
omissions please send your comments to  council@blacktown.nsw.gov.au

All information and pictures on this page are the copyright of the Heritage Division or respective copyright owners.


